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SUBJECT: POLITICAL DEVELOPMENTS 
REF: LISBON 5342 DTG 1 1 1336Z SEP 75 

SUMMARY: NEW COMMANDER OP NORTHERN MILITARY REGION PLEADS 
POR CIVILIAN PEACE, MILITARY DISCIPLINE, AND POPULAR CONPIDENCE 
IN THE AFM. GEN. OTELO CARVALHO AND ADM. ROSA COUTINHO WILL 
VISIT SWEDEN SEPT 22. GOVERNMENT TO ASSUME CONTROL OP SPINOLA 
PAMILY PROPERTY. ANOTHER BANK ROBBERY IN OPORTO. LEPTIST PARMERS' 
STRIKE IN ALENTEJM. WORKERS COMMISSIONS WILL DEMONSTRATE 
AGAINST "REACTION" SEPT 18 IN LISBON. END SUMMARY. 

6- NEW COMMANDER OP NORTHERN MILITARY REGION, BRIGADIER 
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PIRES VELOSO, ADDRESSED POPULACE AND MILITARY IN HIS REGION 
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ON SEPT 17 FOLLOWING HIS WHIRLWIND TOUR OF NORTH. PIRES 
VELOSO DEMONSTRATED UNDERSTANDING FOR CONCERNS OF HIS CON- 
SERVATIVE DISTRICT. HE LAMENTED ERRORS OF THE "INEXPERIENCED YOUTH 
OF J-5 (PROPAGANDA AND DYNAMIZATION) AND EXPRESSED HIS CONFIDENCE 
IN THE GOOD SENSE OF THE PORTUGUESE PEOPLE (IN CONTRAST WITH 
FREQUENT LEFTIST ATTACKS ON POLITICAL IMMATURITY OF THE NORTH). HE 
MADE PLEA FOR CONTINUED POPULAR CONFIDENCE IN MFA, AND EXPRESSED 
UNDERSTANDING OF CAUSES OF SPONTANEOUS POPULAR ERUPTIONS (READ 
NORTHERN ATTACKS ON LEFTIST PARTIES). BRIGADIER PIRES VELOSO 
MADE PLEA FOR CIVIL PEACEHAND MILITARY DISCIPLINE. HE 
SAID OUTSIDE INTERFERENCE IN MILITARY AFFAIRS WILL NOT BE PER- 
MITTED. HE ALSO PROMISED EVERY POSSIBLE ASSISTANRE TO RETURN- 
ING ANGOLAN REFUGEES. 


2. COPCON COMMANDER BG OTELO CARVALHO AND RC MEMBER ROSA 
COUTINHO WILL HEAD DELEGATION OF FIVE 

EVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL MEM- 
BERS IN THREE-DAY VISIT TO SWEDEN BEGINNING NEXT MONDAY. 

PRIME MINISTER PALME AND THE SOCIAL DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNION 
CENTRAL WILL RECEIVE THE VISITORS. SWEDISH EMBASSY HERE SAYS 
THEY WILL RECEIVE TOP LEVEL TREATMENT BY PALME INCLUDING STAYING 
AT THE OFFICIAL RESIDENCE. EMPHASIS WILL BE ON POLITICS, 

LABOR, AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS RATHER THAN MILITARY. 

3. CONJRIFEUN 

#OF PROPERTY OWNED BY SPINOLA'S RELATIVES: 

PORTUGUESE GOVERNMENT NAMED ADMINISTRATIVE COMMISSION TO 
MANAGE DELTA LABORATORIES AND 18 RURAL PROPERTIES OWNED BY 
GENERAL SPINOLA'S BROTHER, DR. FRANCISCO RIBEIRO DE SPINOLA, 

AND NEPHEW, ENG. FERNANDO FLORES RIBEIRO DE SPINOLA. DECREE 
REPORTED NECESSARY DUE TO FAILURE OF SPINOLA FAMILY TO RETURN 
TO PLANT AFTER MARCH IM 

4. FARMERS STRIKE IN THE ALENTEJO: FARMERS IN THE ALENTEJO 
REGIONS OF BEJA AND EVORA SUPPOSEDLY NUMBERING IN THE "SEVERAL 
THOUSANDS", WENT ON STRIKE SEPT 17 DEMANDING, INTER ALIA: 

ADVANCES IN AGRARIAN REFORM; IMXEDIATE EXTENSIONS OF CREDIT 
TO SMALL AND MEDIUM FARMERS, AND COLLECTIVES; CESSATION OF ALL 
CREDIT TO LARGE LANDOWNERS; AND PURGES OF "REACTIONARY ELEMENTS" 
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WITHIN THE MILITARY. THE STRIKE LASTED FOR 24 HOURS, THOUGH 
SEVERAL UNIONS IN BEJA DISTRICT VOWED TO CONTINUE "UNTIL ALL 
DEMANDS HAD BEEN MET." REPORTEDLY ALL BUSINESS IN MOST OF 
THE AFFECTED REGION WAS SHUT DOWN; SOME BECAUSE OF SYMPATHY 
WITH THE STRIKE, OTHERS BY THREATS OF VIOLENCE. NUMEROUS 
CLASHES WERE REPORTED BETWEEN STRIKERS AND INDIVIDUALS ATTEMPT- 
ING TO CONDUCT BUSINESS AS USUAL. COMMENT; PARTY AFFILIATIONS 
OFSTRIKE LEADERS AND SPEAKERS INDICATED HEAVY INVOLVEMENT 
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OF COMMUNISTS AND OTHER LEFTIST GROUPS. PARTY REACTION 
HAS BEEN LIMITED TO A STATEMENT ISSUED BY THE BEJA COMMITTEE OE THE 
SOCIALISTS WHICH DECRIED USE OE VIOLENCE BY STRIKERS AND THE EINAN- 
CIALLY HARMEUL EFEECTS OF THE ACTION. 

5. DEMONSTRATIONS: FOLLOWING DEMONSTRATIONS ARE TO BE HELD IN 
LISBON IN THE NEAR FUTURE: - UNITARY LABOR DEMONSTRATION. 

FORTY WORKERS' COMMISSIONS DRAWN FROM LISBON'S "INDUSTRIAL 
BELT", WITH BEHIND THE SCENE SUPPORT FROM INTERSINDICAL, WILL 
SPONSOR A DEMONSTRATION IN LISBON SEPT 18. THE DEMONSTRATION 
THEME IS "REPUDIATION OF REACTION'S GAINS," AND IT WILL 

SUPPOSEDLY BE OF A UNITY, THAT IS, NON-PARTISAN, NATURE. 

- SOCIALIST PRO-OTAEGUI/GARMENDIA DEMONSTRATION CANCELLED. A 
SEPT 18 PS DEMONSTRATION IN SUPPORT OF THE CONDEMNED BASQUE 
NATIONALISTS WAS POSTPONED. POSTPONEMENT INSURES EUTURE PARTI- 
CIPATION OF LABOR GROUPS COMMITTED TO SEPT 18 UNITARY LABOR 
DEMONSTRATION. - MDP DEMONSTRATION. PLANNED EOR SEPT 28 IS 
AN MDP DEMONSTRATION IN OPPOSUTION TO SIXTH PROVISIONAL GOVERN- 
MENT AND IN COMMEMORATION OE THE SEPT 28, 1974, "VICTORY OVER 
REACTION." - MRPP CELEBRATION. IN CELEBRATION OE ITS FIETH 
ANNIVERSARY, MRPP WILL HOLD A RALLY SEPT 18 IN LISBON BULLRING. 

6. COMMENT: PIRES VELOSO HAS A DIFFICULT TASK IN CONVINCING 
MANY CONSERVATIVE NORTHERNERS THAT THE AFM CAN BE TRUSTED. 

HIS ACTIONS WILL BE CLOSELY WATCHED BY A SUSPICIOUS POPULACE. 

PIRES VELOSO ALSO ADDRESSED THE SERIOUS PROBLEM OF MILITARY 
INDISCIPLINE AND MADE CLEAR THAT CIVILIAN INTERFERENCE, SUCH 

AS THE LEFTIST STIMULATION OF SOLDIERS UNITED WILL WIN (SOLD ADOS 
UNIDOS VENCERAO) DEMONSTRATION OE LAST WEEK, WILL NO LONGER BE 
TBLERATED (SEE LISBON 5342). RELIABLE SOCIALIST SOURCES STATE 
APPOINTMENT OE PIRES VELOSO IS ENCOURAGING SIGN. HE IS WELL 
RESPECTED WITHIN ARMY AND IDENTIFIED AS BEING SYMPATHETIC TO THE 
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ANTUNES GROUP AND THE SOCIALISTS. HE REPORTEDLY WAS OFEERED A 
DEPUTY PRIME MINISTERSHIP IN THE 6TH GOVT BY PRES GOMES, BUT 
REEUSED TO ACCEPT. 

7. SWEDEN HAS LONG PLANNED TO INVITE REVOLUTIONARY COUNCIL 
MEMBERS IN SEPTEMBER. OTELO AND ROSA COUTINHO ARE IMPORTANT 
RC FIGURES, AND VISIT TO SWEDEN COULD BE QUITE USEEUL BALANCE 

TO THE TWO'S RECENT VISITS TO CUBA. EMBASSY HAS ENCOURAGED LOCAL 
SWEDISH MISSION TO INVITE LEADING AEM MEMBERS IN ORDER TO IN- 
CREASE THEIR EXPOSURE TO NON-COMMUNIST POLITICAL SYSTEMS. 

8. COMMUNIST BACKING FOR ALENTEJO AND WORKERS'ICOMMISSION 
DEMONSTRATIONS SHOULD BE VIEWED AS TACTICAL OFEENSIVE IN 
STRUGGLE FOR LARGER ROLE IN SIXTH GOVERNMENT. 

CARLUCCI 
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